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ABSTRACT

The paper investigates the series of famines whiclurred during the last quarter of the nineteeadimtury in
Colonial India, their specificities and relationgsya-vis colonial administration and it's logic afovernance. While
dwelling upon the causes of these great famines thedtreatment meted out to their occurrence by dbonial
administration, the paper shows that how the calbriiandling of famines was symptomatic of a newordel
governmental rationality. Governmental rationalithhich was based upon the strict adherence of ppies of Classical
Political Economy such as laissez -faire, free regrivalthusian population theory et cetera. New egomental
rationality which allowed the modernization in coial India to proceed hand in hand with immiseratiothe paper
argues that the occurrences of these famines playeinportant role by providing colonial power witm occasion to
reshape the Indian subcontinent in the light of metegories, ideas and governmental rationalityadticed by Victorian
Imperialism. The paper also argues that the intetations of famines as a natural disaster expodendal biases. It
states that the colonial famines were a direct bgpict of the increasing impoverishment of Indidhat hand of colonial

exploitation and the drain of resources from InthaGreat Britain.
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